
US had won independence from Great Britain in 1783. 
Anglos were moving west.  New Spain wanted them 
not to go west of the Mississippi R. Spain feared 
Americans would outnumber spaniards. Spain would 
allow settlers only if...

....they agreed to pledge their loyalty to Spain, and 
to become Catholic.

Empressario--

Filibuster--

Philip Nolan was the first filibuster to come to TX.  He had 
permission from the Spanish gov't to capture wild horses, which he 
then sold to the US.  He was friends with Gen. James Wilkinson, US Army 
commander on the frontier.  Spain got suspicious they were plotting 
to take TX from Spain.

Nolan was told to leave TX and not return.  He ignored the warning 
and returned to TX with 17 men.  Spanish soldiers killed Nolan and 
another man.  The other 16 were arrested.

Neutral Ground agreement...

After the US bought Louisiana Territory from France, there was 
conflict over where the border between US and Spain was.
Spain and the US made the Neutral Ground Agreement--each side gave 
up some land to form a 50-mile strip of "no man's land" that neither 
really controlled.  Neutral ground became a haven for criminals 
from both countries.



Gutierrez-Magee Expedition
Lt. Augustus Magee and Bernardo Gutierrez de Lara were 
filibusters who organized the Republic of the North and 
proclaimed TX independent of Spain.

The expedition failed, but encouraged others 

to try to gain freedom.

Adams-Onis Treaty
Spain ceded (gave) Florida to the US. Agreed the Sabine R. 
would be the boundary between Spanish TX and Louisiana.

Long Expedition
Dr. James Long, filibuster, tried to declare TX independent 
from Spain.  He was arrested and killed in prison in Mexico.

The filibusters weren't 
successful at freeing TX from 

Spain, but Americans continued to 
move to TX.


